
Natagora/BNVS, a 
powerful organisation



What’s the meaning of 
Natagora/BNVS?

Belgische Natur- und VogelSchutzgebiete

Natagora: nature and agora: in Greek Agora 
indicates the market place, the place to meet



- 1978: The regional german-speaking branch of the national
organisation Réserves Naturelles et Ornithologiques de 
Belgique was created

- 1993: approval as a permanent education organisation
- 1999: first issue of the magazine “Naturzeit” appears
- 2002: Two part-time jobs are created
- 2003: Natagora is created
- 2008: Natagora/BNVS exists as a separate organisation
- about 600 members
- 22 nature reserves / 410 ha. 







Our first nature reserve was the 
Kleinfüllenbach valley, a tributary to the 
Holzwarche. It was purchased in 1978. Here
botanists discovered 190 different plant 
species on 2 ha only. 



After the purchase comes the work. Luckily
we’re not alone to make sure our reserves 
are managed in the right way. 



All this work is done to maintain the species-
richness of our reserves.



Our organisation has a long standing 
experience with natural water retention:

Why?: 
- cutting down spruce plantations semi-natural biotopes
- Filling in drainage ditches
- With Natagora/BNVS a brook can remain a brook …



… and the AMICE project means
„simply“ a  continuation of what
we‘ve already been doing since
the creation of our first nature

reserve. 
2 sites are concerned



The Emmels valley nature
reserve: 58ha 
The Emmels is a tributary to the Amel/Amblève; 
so it‟s part of the Meuse basin



Rechter Bach valley nature reserve: 
17ha



Our region is important: 
- It is „the roof of Belgium‟ (max. alt. nearly 700m); 
- It has high precipitation levels (up to 1400 mm); 
- And many springs, with the sources of the Amblève and other
rivers;
- Whatever water reaches the soil and does not evaporate will
end up in the  Meuse (and Rhine) river;
- Making for high waters downstream in  Flanders and The 
Netherlands.

- And …



It‟s a beautiful one …



WHAT ARE WE DOING?

The activities are focused on 
restoring the valleys to their
original character


