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Introduction
The Lead Partner presents latest developments of WP1. This WP can provide input to the WP3 investments regarding climate scenarios and hydrological scenarios. 

The main observation from WP1 Partners is that no single scenario exists on the Meuse basin. Climate trends can be very different from one climate model to another. Based on the combination of several model results, a global trend for the Meuse basin was determined. Methodology and results will be available through the WP1 report, due in March.

WP3 Partners would like to know the uncertainty associated to the Meuse scenario.

HOWABO
The inlet of the HOWABO storage is financed within the AMICE project. The Waterboard Aa en Maas is now starting the design of the inlet. A tender was launched last December and the company Arcadis was selected to carry this task. The inlet should be efficient and automated. The building of the inlet is planned to start in 2011.
A site visit is planned on 18-19th March 2010 to show the Partners the future location of the storage. The Waterboard has already created a water storage nearby that can give an idea of what HOWABO will look like.
HOWABO was not designed on climate change scenarios. However, the storage capacity could be increased if necessary: nearby floodable land is still available and could be included in HOWABO in the future. This is an adaptation to the uncertainties in climate change projections.

Rur reservoirs
In 2009, the existing Rur model wad converted into the NASIM software to be used by the Partners and their contractors. The upstream Rur has no model yet. It will be built in 2010. In the meantime, the discharge future evolution is estimated based on similar sub-catchments results. 
Results show that extreme discharges should increase further in the future. However, we should wait until the upstream Rur model is finished to display results.

The water managers are not anxious about high-flows: the reservoirs capacity can be   optimised providing that rainfalls forecast are improved. They are more concerned about low-flows. A minimum discharge of 5 m3/s must be maintained in the lower Rur. In the future climate conditions, this minimum discharge may not be guaranteed anymore.

Match-funding has been officially granted to the project.

The next WP3 meeting will take place in Duren and will be the occasion to visit the Rur reservoirs. The meeting should take place in October and the date will be decided later with a Doodle poll.
Lock of Ham pumps
See Lock of Ham pumps presentation in annexe

The environmental impact assessment of the pumps on the Lock of Ham has been finished and a cost-benefit analysis was carried-out to choose between the 4 options.

Several criteria’s were analysed: 

· fish-friendliness (fishes can migrate in both directions through the pump)

· noise (some of the noise can be solved by improving the pump building)

· cost-benefit.

The third and fourth options are the best for all criteria’s. However, the fourth option only exists on small scale and its benefit should be tested.

The pumps must have a capacity of 15 m3/s.

It was decided to combine the third and fourth option on the lock of Ham.

The Lock of Olen will also be equipped with pumps of 15 m3/s capacity. The four other sluices of the Albert Canal will be equipped with pumps at a later stage. If the fourth option is beneficial, it will be installed on these four sluices.

The tender for the pumps construction and installation was launched on January 21st. Works should start in aug.2010 and the system should be operational in the end of 2011.

The building cost could rise from the planned 3.5 million € to 5 million €.

The electricity produced with the pump will be sold to the regional electricity network. 10% of the production will be required to operate the sluice.

Albert Canal sluices visit
The Partners visit the lock of Hasselt. It has three gates of different sizes for smaller or bigger boats. The pumps would be built aside of the sluices and an additional channel will have to be dug-out.
WP3 communication
The WP3 guidelines have two objectives: 

· be included in the AMICE final Adaptation report

· be used as a stand-alone document for other water managers in neighbour basins and projects

The title would be “Transnational cooperative water management to cope with uncertainties related to climate change.” It needs to be simplified in the future.
Table of Contents: 
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It will be coordinated by Max Linsen, from Rijkswaterstaat (max.linsen@rws.nl).

This guidelines contents can be used to create a “WP3 presentation” to be displayed at the Meuse Symposium and Site Visit in March. The Meuse Symposium is planned in April 2010 but the detailed schedule is not ready yet.

Partners will send two or three slides presenting their investments to Martine Lejeune who will include them into the presentation.
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